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French war, grew indifferent to the cause of the
negroes, and a dark time for Wilberforce and his
allies followed.    His work in Parliament for aboli-
tion was  limited for several years  to an annual
motion, until even this became impossible, and all
his patience was needed to cope with constant diffi-
culties and disappointments.    But he did not lose
heart, and in 1804, after the peace of Amiens, the
Abolition Committee resumed its activities.    Wilber-
force again moved an Abolition Bill in the Commons,
which was carried by substantial majorities, but
adjourned in the House of Lords.    In  1805 the
motion was defeated, and in January 1806 Pitt died.
The new Government under Fox and Grenville fav-
oured abolition, and, in spite of the death of Fox, who
had been throughout faithful to the cause, the Bill for
Abolition passed the House of Lords in 1807, and
victory at last came in the passing of the Bill through
the House of Commons by 283 votes to 16.    Sir S.
Romilly roused the Members to enthusiastic acclama-
tion by drawing an eloquent comparison between the
remorse of Napoleon and the felicity of Wilber-
force, who, after unceasing labours, was acclaimed
by the blessings of millions of his fellow-creatures.
It is not always appreciated that though the Act
of 1807 abolished, so far as English law was con-
cerned, the Slave Trade, by making participation
in it a criminal offence, the status of slavery as
regards existing slaves and their progeny continued
in British Dominions beyond the seas until 1833.